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Every district is required by Government to have an up-to-date Local Plan, and with a renewed 
emphasis on the need for a Local Plan to be in place in 2017, Epping Forest District Council has 
been working hard towards delivering the next stage; the Draft Local Plan.

The Draft Local Plan outlines our proposed 
strategy for meeting the economic and 
housing growth, development management 
policies and potential sites for development 
and regeneration in the District up to 2033.
The plan is not just about homes, it’s about 
enabling the success of our local businesses, 
providing retail and leisure opportunities 
whilst protecting our natural environment.
Only with a strong Local Plan can we ensure 
the necessary infrastructure is delivered to 
ensure that development is sustainable and 
Epping Forest District remains an attractive 
place to live, work and visit. “This is your Local Plan. This is our opportunity 

as a community to ensure development in 
Epping Forest District takes place how and 
where we want it to.

“This plan is a balance between the 
requirement from Government to deliver the 
identified and evidenced need for economic 
and housing growth, but ensuring it is delivered 
in as sensitive, sustainable and fair a way as 
possible across the whole District.”

Councillor John Philip, Portfolio Holder for 
Planning Policy, Epping Forest District Council

the local plan

a blueprint for our

future



your feedback: 

At the heart of Epping Forest District’s Draft Local Plan is the feedback you have given to the Council; 
this has helped us shape the preferred approach of the Draft Local Plan through the ‘Community 
Vision’ consultation in 2010-2011 and then the ‘Community Choices’ consultation in 2012. 

We asked you to explain what you thought was important in the District and what the priorities 
should be for the future of the area.

Since 2012, Epping Forest District Council has been reviewing the feedback received during both sets  
of consultation and undertaking further evidence based studies to help inform the Draft Local Plan.

Feedback to this consultation will help shape the 
publication of the pre-submission Local Plan in 2017

Feedback showed the top 
three priorities for the District 
over the next 20 years are:

No 1
Protecting the Green Belt

No 2
Encouraging the growth of local jobs  
and businesses.

No 3
Providing facilities for the community.

What does the Local Plan mean 
for Epping Forest District? 

•   New homes for our children and 
grandchildren. 

•   Homes in sustainable locations we have 
chosen. 

•   Support and new opportunities for local 
businesses. 

•   Identifies our retail and leisure requirements. 
•   Protects and enhances our natural 

environment. 
•   Identifies the infrastructure we need. 
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How to stay in touch

Social media: Please follow @eppingforestdc 
and www.facebook.com/eppingforestdc for 
regular updates.

To be part of the conversation about the 
Draft Plan please use #EFDCLocalPlan in 
your tweets.

Monthly e-bulletins: register for regular 
email updates through the Planning Our 
Future website. 

The Planning Policy team: are contactable 
on ldfconsult@eppingforestdc.gov.uk and 
01992 564517 between 10am – 4pm  
(or leave a voicemail message outside 
these times and we will get back to you).

The Planning Our Future website: www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk/planningourfuture 
will be regularly updated during the 
consultation period. 

give us

This is your Local Plan. We want as many people as possible involved and providing us with feedback. 
This will be a chance to have a say over the direction of the Local Plan document before it is submitted 
to the Government. The document will be a blueprint for all development in the District up until 2033.

The deadline for feedback is 5pm on 12 December 2016
Complete an online questionnaire via the Planning Our Future website. 

Pick up a hardcopy questionnaire at one of the exhibitions, static information points  
and Epping Forest District Council Offices if you do not have access to the internet.

your feedback

Before commenting, you can read the 
full Draft Local Plan online along with the 
evidence studies should you wish to go  
into further detail. 

Reference copies of the Draft Local Plan 
will also be available at the listed static 
information points and with your Parish  
and Town Council. 

Although the Draft Local Plan will be widely 
available, if you prefer, you can also request 
your own colour hardcopy of the  
Draft Local Plan at a cost £30 
per document. 



The Draft Local Plan

We have been working with our neighbouring 
local authorities (East Hertfordshire, Harlow 
and Uttlesford) to achieve a cross border 
understanding of the level of growth needed  
in our area.

Evidence shows we need to deliver 11,400 
new homes and 10,000 new jobs over the Plan 
period until 2033. This needs to be supported 
by the necessary infrastructure. 

We have a growing  
and ageing population.

We are constrained as a District; 92% of our 
area is designated as Metropolitan Green 
Belt. The Green Belt is a priority and we  
want to protect it through the Local Plan. 

However, there is little land remaining in 
our existing settlements that is not already 
developed. 

To positively plan for the future, a District-
wide review has been undertaken to 
identify the most suitable sites for future 
development. This would require release  
of approximately 1.5% of current Green Belt 
land in Epping Forest District.

The Draft Local Plan proposes the allocation 
of approximately 3,900 of the 11,400 new 
homes, on strategic sites within Epping Forest 
District on the edge of Harlow.  

Land in Epping Forest District located 
on the fringe of Harlow represents the 
most sustainable location to concentrate 
development given Harlow’s:

•   role as a sub-regional centre for employment;

•   Enterprise Zone status;

•   need to rejuvenate the town centre;

•   opportunity to capitalise on its transport 
connections and deliver north-south and   
east-west sustainable transport corridors;

•   important location on the London – Stansted  
– Cambridge corridor;

•   and, above all, the wider economic growth 
aspirations for the town.  

Considering all of this, the preferred 
Epping Forest District strategy to deliver 
our growth is:

•   Allocating sites around Harlow, within the 
District, to support the London Stansted 
Cambridge Corridor

•   Maximising opportunities for 
development on previously developed 
land within the existing settlements of  
the District

•   Utilising open space within settlements 
where such selection would maintain 
adequate open space provision within 
the settlement and make the best use  
of existing land without compromising 
local character

•   Focusing on previously developed land  
in the Green Belt

•   The limited release of land in the Green 
Belt to provide for housing on the 
edge of settlements, this equates to 
approximately 1.5% of the Green Belt  
in Epping Forest District

•   Enabling small scale sites in smaller rural 
communities to come forward where 
there is a clear local need which supports 
the social and economic well-being of 
that community



Come and speak with the  
Planning Policy team at one  
of our exhibitions.

Can’t attend the exhibitions? 
Don’t worry; visit one of our 
information points across the 
District. 

Opening days and times for the static information points across the District can be found at  
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/planningourfuture or calling 01992 564517 between 10am – 4pm.

You can leave a message outside of these hours.

Exhibition 
venue Date and time

1 North Weald 
Village Hall

Saturday 5 November  
10am-2pm

2 Lopping Hall, 
Loughton

Monday 7 November 
3.30pm-8pm

3 Chigwell Hall, 
High Road

Tuesday 8 November 
3.30pm-8pm

4 Budworth Hall, 
Ongar

Wednesday 9 November 
3.30pm-8pm

5 Epping Hall Friday 11 November 
3.30pm-8pm

6 Waltham Abbey 
Town Hall

Monday 14 November 
3.30pm-8pm
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Venue

1.  Buckhurst Hill 
Library

7.    North Weald  
Library

2.  Bumbles Green  
Leisure Centre, 
Nazeing

8.     Ongar Library

3. Chigwell Library 9.     Roydon  
Village Hall

4.  Epping Library &  
Epping Forest District 
Council Offices 

10.  Sheering  
Village Hall

5.  Latton Bush  
Centre, Harlow

11.  Theydon Bois  
Village Hall

6.  Loughton Library 12.  Waltham Abbey 
Library

Available between Monday 31 October –  
Monday 12 December (subject to opening times)
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The “Planning Our Future” website is LIVE!

Visit our new “Planning Our Future” website. 

The website is a one stop shop, so you can find the relevant 
information quickly, whilst accessing the technical detail if  
you are interested in further reading.

An online questionnaire is also available on the website, so it is  
convenient for you to provide us with feedback in your own time.  




